Anderson County Election Commission Minutes

Monday, May 18, 2026
4:00 p.m. ET, Room 118A, Courthouse

The meeting was called to order at 4:01 p.m. by Chair Jane Miller. In addition,
to Miller, Commissioners David Bradshaw, Bill Gallaher, Marion Stanford and
Bear Stephenson were present along with Administrator Stephens, Deputy
Shawn Rogers, Deputy Rivers Rogers, and Part Time Deputy Archie Liggett.
Also attending were members of the public.

A motion was made by Commissioner Bradshaw to approve the agenda.
Stephenson seconded the motion with all voting in favor.

Commissioner Bradshaw made a motion to approve the April minutes.
Stephenson seconded the motion with all voting in favor.

Administrator Stephens reported to the Commission a summary of the events
from May 5, 2026, Election Day. Stephens stated that it was a solid effort by
all participants. He added that although there were many new poll workers
and new machine technicians, it was an overall success with few incidents.
The first report of election totals was released at 8:02pm and the final report
released at 9:45pm on May 5, 2026. There were 10,068 total votes cast in this
County Primary Election on May 5, 2026. Stephens shared that this was a
66% increase from the County Primary Election in May 2022.

Commissioner Stephenson asked Administrator Stephens what the population
increase has been in Anderson County since 2022. Stephens replied that he
would find out and report at the June meeting.

Commissioner Bradshaw commented on one of the Election Day incidents that
involved a machine being locked inside after hours at the Pine Valley precinct,
located in the School Administration Building in Oak Ridge. Bradshaw
requested that updated contact cell numbers be provided before the next
election. Administrator Stephens said that information has since been
requested and received.



Commissioner Bradshaw reflected that without the Pine Valley incident, the
final election results would have been provided thirty minutes earlier, at
9:15pm.

Commissioner Stanford made a motion for discussion regarding Anderson
County’s ballot boxes’ locks and keys to be on the June agenda. Bradshaw
seconded the motion with all voting in favor.

Commissioner Miller suggested Administrator Stephens research what other
Tennessee counties do to preserve their ballot boxes’ respective locks and

keys. Stephens agreed to inquire.

There were public comments made by Robert Walker, Marsha Livingston, and
Chase Lindsey.

The next meeting was set for Monday, June 22, 2026 at 4:00 pm.

A motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Stephenson with a second by
Gallaher. All voted in favor and the meeting was adjourned at 4:24 p.m.
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